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(Hiro or Hana) Ono

Occupation: High school student and artist
Age: 17
Residence: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Birthplace: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
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(August or Augusta) Gunner

Occupation: Hospital Administrator
Age: 52
Residence: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Birthplace: Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA
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(Beth or Ben) Coleman

Occupation: Glassblowing Artist
Age: 28
Residence: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Birthplace: Louisville, Kentucky, USA

Glassblowing Knowledge

Glassblowing medium and large pieces requires more than one person, with one person to blow 
or help move pieces, and the other to manipulate, spin, or get the next tool to handle the glass. It’s 
very difficult to blow, spin, reheat, and carefully watch a large piece on your own, so many artists 
use at least one assistant to make large pieces.

The key tools in a “hot shop” (glassblowing workshop) include:
• Furnace: This contains the molten (melted) glass for starting a piece, heated to 1400 to 1600 

Celsius.
• Glory Hole: To continue shaping hot glass, the temperature of the glass must remain very high 

and very even across the piece so it doesn’t break or shatter. Glass is very sensitive to sudden 
changes in temperature. A glory hole is used to heat a piece-in-progress so it can be molded, 
blown, or stretched more.

• Pipes and puntys: Metal pipes are used to blow air into glass to build the basic shape and 
size. Once the size is reached, pieces can be switched from the pipe onto a punty (PUNT-ee), 
another long metal pipe, to be able to open up the hole from where it was blown into a vase, 
bowl, or other open shape.

• Annealer: The annealer is where a finished piece is placed to cool very slowly so it does not 
break or shatter before reaching room temperature. 

• Tools for safety or manipulating glass during work: Wooden paddles, tongs, newspa-
per, heavy gloves, dark glasses, metal molds, shards of colored glass, buckets of water, saw-
horses: all items commonly found in a glassblowing hot shop.
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(Tanikka or Terrence) Witt

Occupation: Botanist
Age: 35
Residence: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Birthplace: Cleveland, Ohio, USA 
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(Stella or Steve) Pickaway

Occupation: Security Guard
Age: 40
Residence: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Birthplace: Circleville, Ohio, USA 
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(Viv or Vic) Fuentes

Occupation: Trainer/Business Owner
Age: 45
Residence: Columbus, Ohio, USA 
Birthplace: Columbus, Ohio, USA 


